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WCMI LEVY CHANGE APPROVED AT WCMI AGM
The 2016 Annual General Meeting of Winter
Cereals Manitoba Inx was held in Portage la
Prairie, Manitoba on March 16th, 2016. Attendees
were presented with a wide range of information
on topics as varied as our marketing program with
Cigi and funding variety development.

As we reported in the Fall/Winter Issue of the
Winter Cereals Grower a topic of  special concern
was research funding after July 31, 2017 when the
current Western Canadian Research Levy stops .
At the end of July in 2017 the federally managed
Western Wheat and Barley levy program is
scheduled to come to an end.  As we previously
reported this levy has been in place since the
CWB was abolished and has been the funding
source for the Western Grains Research
Foundation, Canadian International Grains
Institute and the Canadian Malting Barley
Technical Centre. With the end of this levy ($0.48
per tonne on wheat and $0.50 on Barley) a portion
of the responsibility for funding work carried on by
these three organizations will fall on the various

provincial wheat and barley commissions or representative bodies (ie: SWCDC and
WCMI). This means that SWCDC and WCMI need to adjust levy rates to include the
dollars that were collected under the federal levy. This requires that our current levy
rate of $0.50 per tonne of grain marketed will need to be increased to $0.98 per tonne.
No net change to producers. Only a shift in where the money is directed. This change
was approved in January by the SWCDC membership at the 2016 AGM. The
necessary documentation has been sent to the Agri-Food Council of Saskatchewan.

These types of changes requires approval of the membership at an Annual General
Meeting. Therefore WCMI brought a motion to the floor of this year’s annual meeting to
approve the increase and authorize the directors to prepare any necessary documents
required and submit them to the Manitoba Farm Products Marketing Council to ensure
that all regulatory changes are final by July 31, 2017. The Motion as presented and
approved by the membership follows.

Motion 2016-5 Moved by Curtis Sims.

Whereas the Board of Directors of WCMI has passed the following motion 2016 M12,
Whereas the Western Canadian Wheat and Barley check-off (levy) administered by
Alberta Barley is to expire July 31, 2017 and,
Whereas the check-off was designed as a temporary measure to fund WGRF, Cigi and
Canadian Malting Barley Technical Center and,
Whereas the expectation was for provincial producer organizations to assume the
collection and distribution of an equivalent funding amount,

Therefore, be it moved that the Board of Directors requests that the Manitoba Farm
Products Marketing Council (which authorizes WCMI activities) initiate the required
legal processes to change any WCMI applicable regulation to increase the levy
collected from $0.50 per tonne of marketed grain to $0.98 per tonne of marketed grain
effective August 1, 2017 and,

Be it moved that the Board requests the approval of this levy change from the general
membership on March 16, 2016. And

Whereas this change requires the approval of the general membership,

Therefore, be it moved that the membership directs the Board of Directors of WCMI as
follows:

Whereas the Western Canadian Wheat and Barley check-off (levy) administered by
Alberta Barley is to expire July 31, 2017 and,
Whereas the check-off was designed as a temporary measure to fund WGRF, Cigi and
Canadian Malting Barley Technical Center and,
Whereas the expectation was for provincial producer organizations to assume the
collection and distribution of an equivalent funding amount,

Therefore the membership directs that the Board of Directors requests that the
Manitoba Farm Products Marketing Council (which authorizes WCMI activities) initiate
the required legal processes to change any WCMI applicable regulation to increase the
levy collected from $0.50 per tonne of marketed grain to $0.98 per tonne of marketed
grain effective August 1, 2017. Carried

The necessary documentation has been prepared and forwarded to the Manitoba Farm
Products Marketing Council and we have been advised that the Council will process
our request in a timely manner so that on August 1, 2017 our new levy rate can
become effective. We thank our membership for the support of this motion.
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Welcome to the Canadian Grain Commission Harvest Sample Program! Your participation is important
The Harvest Sample Program is a voluntary program for Canadian grain producers. If you sign up, you will receive a Harvest Sample kit annually that contains envelopes for sending in
samples of your crop.

In exchange for your samples, we give the following results for free:

1: Dockage assessment (beginning in the fall 2016).   2:  Unofficial grade.   3: Protein content on barley, beans, chick peas, lentils, oats, peas and wheat
4: Oil, protein and chlorophyll content for canola.  5: Oil and protein content and iodine value for flaxseed.  6: Oil and protein for mustard seed and soybeans. 

All grade, dockage and quality results are assessed by the Canadian Grain Commission. The grade provided through the Harvest Sample Program is considered unofficial
because, 1: the sample size does not meet the minimum weight requirement of 1000 grams. 2:The sample isn't collected by a Canadian Grain Commission grain inspector.
Many producers have told the CGC that it's useful to have grade, dockage and quality information on their samples before delivering their grain. While the CGC accepts
samples up to November each year, the CGC encourages you to send your samples as soon as harvest is
complete.

Your samples help with: 1) The marketing of Canadian grain
Even if you have a good idea of your grain's grade, we encourage you to send in your samples as soon as your harvest is
complete. For you this means receiving your unofficial grade in a timely manner and for us it means making crop quality
data available to marketers to promote the sale of Canadian grain.
This quality information confirms Canada's ability to deliver consistent, high-quality grain from year to year.
2: Evaluating our grain grades. Your samples help us evaluate the effectiveness of grain grading factors and help us
determine if changes are needed. These changes can mean revising grading factors to reflect processing needs or protect
the quality reputation of Canadian grain. Your samples also provide needed information to determine the standard samples
that will be used to grade grain for that year.
3: Research projects that benefit producers. By sending in your samples, you are also contributing to Canadian Grain
Commission scientific research. These research projects include finding new uses for grain to help create new markets for
your product. Your samples enable us to research grading factors and other issues that may affect the end-use quality of
Canadian grain.

Phone 1-800-853-6705 and select “Harvest Sample Program” from the menu options or email harvest-
recolte@grainscanada.gc.ca. For sign up and other inquires such as how to send the samples, etc.
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if you no longer wish to receive the Winter Cereal grower newsletter, please send us either an e-mail with your name and address 
or send us a note with your mailing label requesting that your name be removed from the mailing list.
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Advertise in the Winter Cereals Grower
Winter Cereals Canada invites interested individuals and

companies to advertise in the Winter Cereals Grower.

8 1⁄2 x 11 ..................................... $550.00
6 1⁄4 x 8 1⁄4 .................................... $385.00
4 1⁄4 x 5 1⁄2 .................................... $300.00
2 1⁄8 x 2 3⁄4 .................................... $150.00

Multiple insertion (3) discount 10% if booked together. 
Copy can change. 

GST will not be added to these prices. All advertising must be
camera ready or suitable for scanning. Advertorial content is

accepted at the standard rates. Advertising and copy deadlines
are March 1st, June 1st and October 1st.

Material should be submitted to:
Winter Cereals Canada Inc.

P.O. Box 689, Minnedosa, MB R0J 1E0
1-204-874-2330   1-866-472-4611 • jake@wintercerealscanada.org

WANT To KNoW WhAT’s
hAppeNiNg iN MANiTobA Fields?  

pam de Rocquigny, Msc., p.Ag. 
provincial Cereal Crops specialist

Staff at Manitoba Agriculture Crop Industry Branch provides and
contributes to a number of seasonal reports and updates on what
is happening in Manitoba fields. The information is utilized by an
endless list of interested stakeholders involved with Manitoba’s
farming community - farmers, agronomists, industry, government,
media, and the list goes on & on.  

Here are a few websites to bookmark or mailing lists to get on!

Manitoba Crop Report and Crop Weather Report: The Crop
Report is published weekly from May to October, and provides
information on progress of seeding and crop establishment, crop
development, any pest activity including weeds, insects and
disease, harvest progress, crop yields and grades, fall field work
progress, and status of winter cereal crop seeding and
establishment. In addition, it provides information on haying
progress and estimated yields, as well as pasture conditions.
Archived Crop Reports are available at
http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/crops/seasonal-reports/crop-
report-archive/index.html. Subscribe at crops@gov.mb.ca with the
subject “Subscribe to crop report”.

The Crop Weather Report is prepared with weather data from the
Manitoba Ag Weather Program and Environment Canada. Weekly
summaries and maps of temperature (max., min., avg) and total
rainfall along with seasonal accumulations of degree days, corn
heat units and rainfall (actuals and % of normal) are provided for
multiple locations in the five regions used in the Crop Report. This
report is available in tandem with the Manitoba Crop Report. The
weekly maps as well as additional information on the latest
weather conditions are available at
http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/weather/weather-conditions-and-
reports.html. 

Manitoba Insect and Disease Updates: The Manitoba Insect
and Disease Updates are published weekly from mid-May until
late August. Current observations on populations of insects and
diseases of field crops are summarized into the weekly reports
that can alert farmers and agronomists to concerns in their region.
Scouting tips are provided as needed and new resources to assist
crop scouts are profiled. Results of insect and disease monitoring
programs will also be presented in these reports.  

The Manitoba Insect and Disease Updates rely on insect and
disease observations so the cooperation of agronomists and
farmers in providing information for these reports is greatly
appreciated. Information can be sent to: John Gavloski (Manitoba
Agriculture Entomologist): john.gavloski@gov.mb.ca or Sara
Bajracharya (Manitoba Agriculture Plant Pathologist):
pratisara.bajracharya@gov.mb.ca. Subscribe at crops@gov.mb.ca
with the subject “Subscribe to insect report”.

An archive of past Manitoba Insect and Disease Updates is
available at our website at
http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/crops/seasonal-reports/insect-
report-archive/index.html.

Manitoba Agriculture Rain Watch Site: A feature of the Ag
Weather Program is the Rain Watch
site (http://tgs.gov.mb.ca/climate/DisplayImage.aspx?StationID=RainWatch). Rain Watch is compiled in near real time data from individual weather stations in Manitoba. Each weather
station is identified on the map and the precipitation at each weather station is recorded in millimeters. Black numbers are the recorded rainfall for the past hour; blue numbers are the
accumulated rainfall in millimeters since midnight; red numbers are the accumulated rainfall in millimeters for the month. The map is updated hourly.  

Current Crop Topics: The latest information on crop management and agronomy issues in field and horticultural crops in Manitoba can be found at
http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/crops/seasonal-reports/current-crop-topics.html. 

Crop Chatter: Crop Chatter is forum where farmers and public and private agronomists can share the latest information on crop management in Manitoba. Sign up
(http://cropchatter.com/sign-up/) to receive updates when new information is posted. 

Weekly CropTalk Webinars: Manitoba Agriculture Farm Production Extension Specialists are again collaborating this field season to produce two weekly webinars focused on agronomic
topics relative to the areas they serve. The webinars are free of charge and are meant to assist growers and agronomists with this year’s field season. CropTalk 2016 will be held weekly
every Wednesday morning from 9:00 am to 10:00 am until mid-September. To register for Crop Talk Westman, visit https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8356626294412585987. To
register for Crop Talk Eastman, visit https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2671956566219025665 

Past CropTalk Webinars are available on the Manitoba Agriculture YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/user/ManitobaAgriculture/feed 

Saskatchewan Winter Cereals 
Development Commission 

2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mr. Dale Hicks (Chair)
Outlook, Saskatchewan • 306-229-9517

Mr. John A. Burns
Wynyard, Saskatchewan • 306-534-2940

Mr. Mark Akins
Hearne, Saskatchewan • 306-570-9732

Mr. Craig Gudmundson
Wynyard, Saskatchewan • 306-554-7976

Mr. Neil Paulgaard
Wolseley, Saskatchewan • 306-698-7666

WINTER CEREALS MANITOBA INC. 
2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mr. Doug Martin (Chair)
East Selkirk, Manitoba • 204-482-4889

Mr. Brent Schram
Brandon, Manitoba • 204-726-3952

Mr. Curtis Sims
MacGregor, Manitoba • 204-685-2237

Charlene Lewandoski
Sandy Lake, Manitoba • 204-868-5099

Jeff Askin
Portage la Prairie, Manitoba • 204-856-3483

Ken Gross
Brandon, Manitoba • 204-761-0169

Business Office for General Enquiries, Refunds etc:
c/o Jake Davidson, P.Ag., PAS, Winter Cereals Canada Inc., P.O. Box 689, Minnedosa, Manitoba R0J 1E0

1-866-GRAIN-11  • (1-866-472-4611)

Have an idea for an article in the Grower?

E-Mail jake@wintercerealscanada.org  And we will try and
get the information you want in our next issue.
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@FPGenetics

• High yielding

    Up to 30% higher yielding than 
conventional fall rye

• Good winter survivability

•  Consistently higher falling numbers and 
more uniform seed 

 Higher demand for the food market      

• Production contracts for the food markets

 Great profitabilty

Why Hybrid Rye?

1.877.791.1045

MANITOBA

Chas Lambert, Territory Manager
Mobile: 204.871.3344
Email: clambert@fpgenetics.ca

SASKATCHEWAN

Cordon Geisam, Territory Manager
Office: 306.791.1045 Ext. 227
Mobile: 306.550.7583
Email: cgeisam@fpgenetics.ca

ALBERTA

Holly-Lee Lambert, Territory Manager
Mobile: 403.506.8110
Email: hlambert@fpgenetics.ca

Brasetto and Bono are hybrid fall 
ryes out of KWS’s European breeding 
program. Both have good over-winter 
survivability and stand well to speed 
harvest. To learn more about growing 
hybrid fall rye, please contact your 
local FP Genetics Territory Manager.
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The 9th Annual meeting for Winter Cereals Manitoba Inc. was held March 16. Participants were updated on the current status of WCMI activities and research
projects. Jake Davidson (Executive Director) reviewed the financial report for 2015. Levy income was up slightly from the previous year to $98,437.00 which
was still well below our best years. Davidson advised that with 2 years of adverse planting conditions acreage was down from a peak of just over 600,000
acres to near 200,000. This decreased acreage severely impacts our levy income.

The net result was an operating loss for the year of approximately $58,000. The largest expenditures outside of normal operational costs were our research
commitments of $65,000.00 and our winter wheat promotion costs through our agreement with Cigi of about $21,000. Levy collection services through Levy
Central amounted to $11,000.00 and the related expense of levy refunds remained very low at $1,637.00 for the year. Publication costs for the WCMI share of
the Winter Cereals Grower were $10,750.00. This includes design, printing and mailing. Production costs are not increasing significantly but postage
continues to increase. Efforts to build an electronic mailing list have proven difficult as buyers are not required to collect email addresses and privacy concerns
on e-mail lists are onerous to manage.

Director expenses increased from the previous year to $5,900.00 as a result of our participation in the WGRF sponsored project on the future of wheat variety
development in Western Canada. Directors travelled to multiple meetings in all three Prairie Provinces and WCMI policy is to provide a daily stipend to cover
their time off the farm. Concurrently our travel related expenses (transportation, accommodations and meals) increased to $8,500.00. These expenses are
expected to drop in 2016 as this project has been completed.

After all was said and done WCMI ended the year with $489,000.00 in unrestricted assets which allows WCMI to continue to operate and fund critical
research.

Following the business meeting participants viewed presentations from several individuals. Murdock Mackay gave an update on CGC activities from the
licensing of feed mills and producer car facilities to new wheat classes and reclassification of varieties. Akriti Sharma from Cigi gave an update on fusarium
research and product
promotion. Ravi
Chibbar and Monica
Baga explained the
progress they have
made on the WCMI
funded gene mapping
project at U of S.

WINTER CEREALS MANITOBA ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING HELD IN PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE

Genes that fit your farm.®

800-665-7333
www.secan.com‘AC’ is an official mark used under license from Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada.

Genes that fit your farm® is a registered trademark of SeCan.

Winter wheat. A highly productive option for the Canadian Prairies.

Contact your SeCan seed retailer today.

Canada Western 
Red Winter Wheat

Canada Western 
Red Winter Wheat

Moats
Canada Western 
Red Winter Wheat
� milling quality
� replacement for CDC Buteo 
� 103% of CDC Buteo
� early maturity (1 day earlier 

than CDC Buteo)
Developed by University of Saskatchewan 

AC® Flourish
Canada Western 
Red Winter Wheat
� milling quality
� replacement for CDC Falcon
� 104% of CDC Falcon in 

eastern Prairies 
� short, strong straw
� early maturity (similar to 

CDC Falcon)
Developed by Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada, Lethbridge

WINTER
CEREALS 2016

COOL CROP
PHOTO CONTEST

Winter Cereals have been
known as the “Cool Crop”
for years. This year e-mail
us a photograph related to
your 2016 winter cereals
cool crop. From a
panorama view of your
best field to the view from
your combine window. 

The best three
photographs will be
featured in our Fall/Winter
issue of the Winter Cereals
Grower.

Just tell us where and
when the photo was taken,
the variety of winter wheat,
fall rye or winter triticale in
the photo and email it to
jake@wintercerealscanada
.org . 

The winner will receive a:

Acer B3-A20-K2LC 10.1"
WXGA Touchscreen

Tablet 

Access the Internet and all
your favourite Google Play
Store apps with the Acer
Touchscreen Tablet. This
Android tablet features
high-resolution video and
plenty of storage, including
removable flash memory.
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Winter Cereals Manitoba Inc. is proud to provide funding for the MCVET trials on behalf of Manitoba winter wheat producers and our members.

VISIT 
WWW.WCMI.INFO

AND
WWW.SWCDC.INFO

FOR ALL YOUR
MANITOBA AND

SASKATCHEWAN
WINTER CEREALS

NEWS

Winter Wheat – Is the Glass Half Full or Half Empty?                                                     paul Thoroughgood  p.Ag.

Many new and non-winter wheat growers often express frustration and sometimes even go as far as giving up the benefits of growing winter wheat due to marketing issues. In my
experience as a long-time winter wheat grower, the benefits of having winter wheat in my rotation not only make it worth spending a little more time on marketing, but also can provide a
substantial return on time invested. 

Winter wheat growers are often discouraged when they see milling CWRW prices at or below feed prices, limited delivery opportunities, and CWRS prices higher than milling CWRW. I
share in some of this frustration, particularly when millers and the Canadian International Grains Institute (CIGI) regularly tell us that CWRW has many positive characteristics making it a
much higher-value product than what the market reflects. Despite a market that doesn’t currently recognize all the positive attributes of winter wheat, there are still opportunities to have
winter wheat not only compete with other cereal alternatives, but in many instances, be your most profitable cereal. 

The following are examples from my local marketplace that I hope illustrate how looking at the glass “half full” can capitalize on the economic benefits of winter wheat:

• This past year at harvest, CWRW was highly discounted in our local marketplace with milling CWRW below feed price. 1 CWRS 13.5 was $5.91, 1 CWRW was $4.48 and feed was
$4.76. On principle alone this really burns me as a winter wheat grower given the milling values of the crop. However, once I got over that, I looked beyond the elevator to a local
ethanol plant. They were paying $5.25 for CWRW as it fits into the classes they pay the most for. If cash flow and/or bin space during harvest was/is one of the goals, then the ethanol
price is only 13 per cent below 1 CWRS 13.5. The 20 per cent yield advantage of CWRW vs CWRS makes winter wheat the winner.

• If cash flow isn’t an important factor in determining sale of winter wheat, since it is a relatively low-volume crop, prices will often bounce a few times in a season in response to
demand. This past January was one such example where our local price for April delivery was $6.36 for a 1 CWRS and $6.32 for a1 CWRW. With prices virtually at par, and with the
20 per cent yield advantage, winter wheat once again come out on top.

I hope these examples illustrate that there is more than one way to extract the economic benefits associated with winter wheat. Many winter wheat growers intentionally target quick
movement off their farm for all or part of their marketing plan. For the growers I know who employ this strategy, they are happy to see winter wheat break even with their other cereals, and
any premium is a bonus. Growers who are able to hold the crop and seek market premiums can be rewarded well when price spikes occur for winter wheat versus other classes of wheat. 

If your winter wheat marketing glass is half empty, I encourage you to take a deeper look. While the market may not be the one you targeted when you seeded the crop, or maybe it’s a
little further away than the local elevator, there may be markets you have missed or overlooked in the past. Remember price per bushel/tonne isn’t nearly as important as net return per
acre. My rule of thumb is that if my winter wheat price is within 20 to 25 per cent of my alternate cereal price then I am confident the worst I will do is break even with the alternative.

I am hopeful that in the near future winter wheat becomes a more mainstream class that is more widely accepted in the industry. CWRW competes well with U.S. HRW, which is the
largest class of wheat grown in the world. To date, there has been very little focus and effort put into developing markets for CWRW. I would like to commend Winter Cereals Manitoba,
Saskatchewan Winter
Cereals Development
Commission and
Alberta Wheat
Commission for
investing in market
development at CIGI.
The more we are able
to demonstrate the
value of winter wheat
the better chance there
is that our customers
will demand it. 

As harvest and fall
seeding approaches, I
encourage those of you
who aren’t currently
growing winter wheat to
look again. In the past
few years winter wheat
has consistently been
one of the top-net
income-earning cereals
on the Prairies. While
marketing may require
a little more creativity
than the major classes,
the yield advantage
combined with an
earlier harvest window
provides many
opportunities. 

VISIT
WWW.WCMI.INFO
AND
WWW.SWCDC.INFO
FOR ALL YOUR
MANITOBA AND
SASKATCHEWAN
WINTER CEREALS
NEWS
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